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 Washington -  Today, U.S. Representative John W. Olver (D-Amherst)                announced that the Pittsfield Municipal Airport and the Harriman-West                Airport in North Adams will receive funding from the Federal Aviation                Administration (FAA) to conduct airport master plan updates for                runway extensions and airport improvements at their respective airports.              

The Pittsfield Municipal Airport was awarded $139,500 to analyze                the feasibility of its proposed runway expansion at the airport.                 The grant will also include preliminary scoping of the environmental                assessment necessary to complete the expansion in the future.                  The Harriman-West Airport was awarded $90,000 to conduct the initial                phase of the environmental assessment for the runway, taxiway and                apron reconstruction at the airport.              

œ I am extremely pleased that funds are available to complete the                necessary first steps in improving safety and operational effectiveness                at both airports.  There is no doubt that the proposed runway                expansions will provide the entire county with the ability to attract                and retain companies dependant upon corporation aviation serving                nearly all of the major employers in the area,” Olver said.              

Olver added, œI have been working closely with Mayor Doyle, Mayor                 Barrett, their airport commissions and members of the business community                to assist in making the plans to improve the airport infrastructure                so that it can be an asset to the economic potential of the region.                  I have pledged my support to ensure each airport is given priority                attention for future funding to make these runway improvements a                reality.”              

All statutory and administrative requirements have been met, and                the grants are ready for obligation and release by the regional                office of the FAA immediately.             
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